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ARTS GROUPS:
A Company of Fools • Arc Poetry Society • Arteast • Les Ateliers de l’Élan •
Bytown Beat Chorus • CAMMAC Ottawa/Gatineau • Canada China Art
Association • Canadian Centennial Choir • Cantata Singers of Ottawa •
Capital Chordettes • Cercle de conteurs de l’Est de l’Ontario • Les
Chansonniers d’Ottawa • Chorum Chamber Choir • Coalition of New
Canadians for Arts & Culture • Common Thread Quilt Guild • Coro Vivo
Ottawa • Cross Town Youth Chorus • Cumberland Arts & Crafts Guild •
Cumberland Community Singers • Cumberland Heritage Village Museum •
The Cumbrae School of Dancing • Danzas Venezolanas Araguaney • East
End Theatre • École secondaire catholique Béatrice Desloges • Galerie de la
Rive • Gloucester Community Concert Band • Gloucester Historical Society •
Gloucester Music Club • Gloucester Music Teachers’ Association • Gloucester
Pottery School • Goya Theatre Productions • Harmonia Choir of Ottawa •
Heartwood Gallery • Impressions in Jazz Orchestra • La Nouvelle Scène •
Loch Murray Dancers • MacCulloch Dancers • MASC • MIFO • Music for
Young Children Orleans Studio • National Association of Teachers of Singing •
National Capital Network of Sculptors • National Capital Suzuki School of
Music • Nepean Fine Arts League • ORMTA - Ontario Registered Music
Teachers Association • Odyssey Showcase • Orléans Photo Club • Orléans
Studio Tour • OYP – Orléans Young Players Theatre School • Ottawa Artisans
Guild • Ottawa Choral Society • Ottawa Little Theatre • OMMA - Ottawa
Mixed Media Artists • Ottawa School of Art • Ottawa School of Speech &
Drama • The Ottawa Story Tellers • Ottawa Symphony Orchestra • Ottawa
West Arts Association • Out of the Box Fibre Art Group • Propeller Dance •
Rag and Bone Puppet Theatre • Rothwell Gallery • SAW Video • School of
the Photographic Arts: Ottawa • Sinfonia Ottawa • Step Into Motion • Strings
of St. John’s Chamber Orchestra • Suzart Productions • Tara Luz Danse •
Théâtre du Village Orléans • Thirteen Strings Baroque Ensemble of Ottawa •
Vintage Stock Theatre

M

BUSINESS MEMBERS:
Artech Camps – Imagination in Motion! • Business Club d’Orléans •
Colours Jewellery • DanceR Studio • Foreign Service Community Association
(ACSE) • Grayrock • Irene’s Pub and Restaurant • Joe Salazar, Royal LePage
Realty • Marc Poirier, Keller Williams Ottawa Realty Brokerage • Orléans
Chamber of Commerce • OR DESIGN Glassworks • Le Regroupement des
gens d’affaires • Safeguard by Y. Dubeau • Wool N’ Things

AOE THANKS ITS GENEROUS PATRONS
Stephen Adler • Jean-Pierre Allaire • Elizabeth Bertoldi • Nancy Burke • Brian
Brown • Canada Helps • Jacquie Embleton • Roxanna Gregoire • Marion
Hall • Adrienne Herron • Marlene Hoff • Heather Jamieson • Ted Johnston •
Don Lapierre • Phyllis Mayers • Donald Roy • Verna Steele • John Stevenson •
Christine and Ghislain Tremblay • Asoka Weerasinghe • United Way

PROUD RESIDENT ARTS PARTNER AT

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
WE CELEBRATE ONE YEAR OF RESIDENCE IN

the Shenkman Arts Centre this June: a year
of challenges well-met and of opportunities
seized with both hands. We are proud of
our community and supporters, and we
can say with confidence that we’re only
getting started!
In the past few months, AOE has
been thrilled to welcome many new
individual members and organizations
to our expanding family. We’ve put on a
successful workshop roster, celebrated our

first AGM in our new home, and thrown
oodles of creative energy into the planning
and preparation for the upcoming Orléans
Festival.
We’re keeping our messages short this
issue – space is at a premium because the
upcoming pages are packed full of artistic
good news! As you delve into its pages, I
hope you discover something new and take
a moment to reflect on the amazing arts
community we’re building together.

Ren Tomovcik
Editor of ARTnews, AOE Arts Council

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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IT’S ALMOST ONE YEAR SINCE WE SETTLED

into the Shenkman Arts Centre and the
excitement is still growing every day. What a
pleasure it’s been to welcome our members,
exhibit their talent, host community events
and feel such a positive buzz.
The AOE team is one of our strongest
assets. This summer, our incredibly
energetic and creative group will see a few
changes. We welcome three new board
members: Kathy MacLellan, Marc OuimetMcPherson and Micheline Joanisse, and
say farewell and thank you to Eric McKay,
Past-President and Brad Evans, Director of
Legal Affairs.
Cristiane Doherty, our Director of
Communications, decided she didn’t

have enough on her plate at AOE and
surprised us all with the wonderful news
that she is expecting a baby. Cristiane will
be off on maternity leave in August but we
know she’ll stay in touch. In May, we were
delighted to welcome Cassandra Olsthoorn
to the team. Cassandra, a graduate of the
University of Ottawa Arts Administration
program completed her internship with AOE
in April. We were so impressed with her
work that she’s now our new ARTicipate
Endowment Fund Program Officer.
This past spring the ARTicipate
Community Campaign had an amazing
response. Kudos to Chantal Rodier, our
Campaign Director, and the dedicated AOE
staff, Board, ARTicipate Cabinet, volunteers

and Arts Partners who were all part of this
success.
Have a wonderful summer!
Christine Tremblay
Executive Director, AOE Arts Council

2009 AOE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
ON MARCH 31, 2010, THE AOE BOARD OF

Directors and staff welcomed members,
donors, volunteers and community
supporters to the 2009 AGM, held in the
Black Box Theatre at the Shenkman Arts
Centre. Reflecting on the past year’s
successes and challenges, we thanked
everyone who makes the work we do
possible, and proudly recognized just how
far we have come in the past year.
Many attendees saw the Shenkman
Arts Centre for the first time on a tour prior
to the meeting. AOE Board President
Heather Jamieson and Executive
Director Christine Tremblay summed up a
momentous year in the Council’s 23-year

history, representing the culmination of
two decades of vision, passion for the arts
and hard work. They also highlighted the
success of the ARTicipate Campaign as
the endowment fund closes in on its
$5 million goal.
The meeting was not all business, as
the guests were delighted by the talented
performances of jazz guitarist Garry Elliott
and belly dancer Brooke Robitaille of Divine
Image Dance. The evening also featured a
lively violin performance by students from
the Suzuki School of Music.
The Annual Report is available online at
www.artsoe.ca. Members are welcome to
pick up a hard copy at the AOE offices.

Members enjoyed a delightful evening at the 2010 AGM.
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Welcome To New Board Members For 2010
AOE IS THRILLED TO WELCOME THREE NEW
MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

Marc Ouimet-McPherson joins the
board as Director of Legal Affairs. After
graduating from the Common Law program
at the University of Ottawa, he recently
joined the legal team at Dust Evans in
Orléans. Marc is a world traveler who has a
keen interest in the arts and a commitment
to making a difference in his community. His
presence on the board will bring a valuable
younger perspective.
Kathy MacLellan is a well-known
Orléans artist and writer, who joins our
board as a Director at Large. She is
co-founder of the Rag and Bone Puppet
Theatre alongside her husband John Nolan,
and brings the voice of the professional
artist to the Board. Kathy serves as the
President for MASC and is also a director
for the Ottawa School of Speech and
Drama, but feels strongly about getting
involved with AOE and working at the

AOE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CHRISTINE TREMBLAY WINS
VICTOR TOLGESY ARTS AWARD
AOE PROUDLY CONGRATULATES OUR

Executive Director, Christine Tremblay, on
winning the prestigious Victor Tolgesy Arts
Award. Presented annually as a joint
venture between the City of Ottawa and the
Council for the Arts in Ottawa, the award
honours individuals who have made a
substantial contribution to arts and culture
within the capital city.
Christine’s continued and enthusiastic
involvement in arts advocacy and her
extraordinary contribution to the founding

ARTICIPATE COMMUNITY
CAMPAIGN COMES THROUGH!
AS LEADER OF THE ARTICIPATE ENDOWMENT

Fund, AOE began a journey, one that came
with high expectations and a deep
commitment to our community. Businesses,
community organizations, individual donors,
families, artists and art groups proudly
answered our call for support to the Pioneer
Donor Wall which ended on April 1st.
AOE would like to thank the ARTicipate
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heart of her own
community.
Finally,
Micheline
Joanisse is no
stranger to the
AOE family, and
we’re excited to
welcome her once
again in a new
New board members Marc Ouimet-McPherson, Kathy MacLellan and Micheline Joanisse.
role as Director
of Marketing
we welcome our newcomers, we must sadly
& Communications on the AOE Board.
bid farewell to long-serving board members
Formerly the Director of Communications
Eric McKay and Brad Evans, whose
for the AOE Arts Council, Micheline brings
services, enthusiasm and dedication have
with her a passion for the organization,
been such a valuable asset to the Council
excellent bilingual communication skills
over the last decade. In addition, Judith
and an intimate knowledge of the eastCane and Katherine Taylor served briefly
end community. Micheline is currently a
on the AOE board during the previous year.
Senior Media Relations Advisor at Natural
We thank them sincerely for their hard work
Resources Canada.
and look forward to seeing them at our
We look forward to the addition of fresh
events and gatherings!
vision, ideas and energy to the Board! As

of the Shenkman Arts Centre and the
ARTicipate Endowment Fund have earned
her a place among the city’s most esteemed
arts supporters. Her efforts, dedication
and passion over the past two decades
have improved cultural life in the city and
have inspired many others to discover the
potential of the arts.
The Victor Tolgesy Arts Award is named
in memory of acclaimed Ottawa artist Victor
Tolgesy, who died in 1980. The award has
been presented annually since 1987.
Christine Tremblay holding the Victor Tolgesy Arts Award in company of her nominators Chantal Rodier (left),
Director of the the ARTicipate Campaign and Director of the Arts Administration Program at the University of
Ottawa and Paulette Gagnon (right), Recipient of the Victor Tolgesy Arts Award 2009 and Executive Director
of the Association des théâtres francophones du Canada.

team, the Campaign Cabinet, the entire AOE
team, arts partners, our donors, volunteers
and ambassadors who helped us get this far.
In this last push of the campaign,
generous community contributions have
totalled $250,000, bringing the Fund to 93%
of its 5 million target.
Donors can see their names recognized
in a stunning recognition display in the upper
lobby of the Shenkman Arts Centre or check
out the virtual donor wall at articipate.ca.
Donations are still accepted as an ongoing

fundraising effort to continuously add to
the endowment fund. New donors will be
recognized on the wall annually.
AOE wants to extend a very special
thank you to its members for fully embracing
the challenge and contributing generously to
the campaign, we are very grateful!
To make a donation or for more
information, contact Chantal Rodier,
Director of the ARTicipate Endowment
Fund at 613.580.2767 or by email
chantal@artsoe.ca.
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AOE Members Speak: Art In Unusual Places
Where is the strangest, most unexpected or most
unusual place you have encountered art?
While traveling in Southern France
many years ago, I happened upon
a small boutique and, just as I
crossed the threshhold, I came
face-to-face with a big painting
of three figures embracing each
other. Tears silently rolled down
my cheeks. Unbeknownst to me,
the artist and co-owner of the
boutique was observing me. Once
my initial reaction was in check,
he challenged me to explain my
reaction and describe what I saw
in the painting. It turns out the
painting was autobiographical in
nature where the artist expressed
much of his torment, sexuality, etc.
It was a great experience with art
and with the artist. I have never had
such a strong emotional reaction to
a painting since then.
-Jacqueline Collin, Teacher & AOE
Volunteer

Some galleries will hang paintings
for sale on the wall of their small
washroom. I find that very strange.
-Françoise Ferguson, Landscape &
Portrait Artist
www.fbrazeauferguson.ca

When I was in my last year of
university, I was researching
possible music therapy programs.
When I found myself in a special
education class for children
who had moderate to severe
communication difficulties, I was
surrounded by very powerful art. I
became so intensely involved that
the art inspired a poem, for which I
won a first prize that year.
-Diane Stevenson Schmolka,
Musician & Poet

On the southwestern-most beach
at Martha’s Vineyard, the sandy
beach is rocky and ends in low
cliffs of striated clay in cream, pink
and charcoal gray. Along the
beach perched on rocks, a little
clay girl with a pink clay sweater
and seaweed hair looked out to sea
with wistful body language, then a
small clay couple held hands and
kissed, their shy faces hidden under
charcoal gray hats. Unexpected
artistry and pure delight.
- Patricia Kirby, Painter
www.pkirbyartist.com

There are three very large – about
six feet tall – crow sculptures in a
field in northern New York state.
You only see them for a second
when you drive down the highway.
-Hans Blokpoel, Sculptor &
Photographer
www.hansblokpoel.com

CANADA STILL ROARING TO LIFE IN MUSICAL ODYSSEY!
A MUSICAL TASTE OF OUR CANADIAN HERITAGE CELEBRATES
10TH ANNIVERSARY

If Canada were a show, this would be it! A Musical Taste of
our Canadian Heritage is a fast paced, 90-minute, live bilingual
production of the history of music in Canada and a critically
acclaimed unique package of Canadian culture and talent.
“It is always a huge thrill to see how the audiences are totally
blown away by the scope, pace and professionalism of the musical
offerings in a production which is incredibly ambitious - and still
a relief every time we pull it off! It is a sort of Mission Impossible
achievement.” says Deborah Davis, the show’s creator, producer
and lead female singer.
This year A Musical Taste of our Canadian Heritage marks
its 10th anniversary by presenting five shows in the theatre at the
Canadian Museum of Civilization in Gatineau, Quebec. Tickets are
still available for the Thursday, June 3, 2010, 7:30 p.m. show by
calling 613-321-2066 or by e-mail at canadaroars@yahoo.com.
For more information, visit www.odysseyshowcase.org.
ARTNEWS JUNE 2010
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A Journey Through The Arts
By Julia Palumbo, AOE Intern and
Exchange Student from Université de
Savoie, France
I AM A FRENCH EXCHANGE STUDENT, AND

I arrived in Canada in August 2009 to
complete my last year of study. As soon as
I arrived in Ottawa, I became interested in
the possibility of getting an internship during
the semester to deepen my understanding
of arts administration. That’s why, with the
help of Chantal Rodier, program coordinator
in arts administration at the University of
Ottawa and the Director of the ARTicipate
Endowment Fund, I am currently working as
an intern at AOE Arts Council (AOE) under
Louise Michaud’s guidance.
I arrived at AOE in February, and my
tasks at the heart of this dynamic and

ART ON AOE WALLS
Our AOE offices provide a marvelous
space for showcasing our members’
artwork. This spring, we were excited to
show “Abstracts,” a bright and inspiring
solo show by Monika Seidenbusch.
For the months of June, July and
August, AOE proudly presents a juried
group show by the Coalition of New
Canadians for Arts and Culture (CNCAC),
one of our newest member organizations.
The exhibit will include works by local artists
“Timeless” by Monica Seidenbusch
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friendly group are varied. I have especially
been helping Louise with work relating
to volunteer coordination, the weekly
e-newsletter and preparations for the
Orléans Festival which will take place on
June 6th. Throughout the festival day,
visual artists will exhibit their work amid live
performances while the tasty food prepared
by master chefs will enchant our tastebuds.
The live performances are open to the
public at large. In addition to music and
dance, storytelling and theatre will also play
a part in this colourful day.
Organizing a big event like this is an
enormous task, between the call to artists,
the logistics of the spaces we need and the
arrangement of an efficient program. I’m
glad to have been able to participate in the
organization of the festival, partly because

of the professional experience but also for
the sheer joy of working in such a fantastic
environment.

from a variety of cultural backgrounds
and promises to be a feast for the eyes.
To learn more about CNCAC,
visit www.cncac.ca or check
out the article on page 8!

LAUNCH OF THE
NEW ORLÉANS FESTIVAL

Coalition of New Canadians
for Arts and Culture
“Belonging - Canadian artists
celebrating Cultural Richness”
May 30 – August 26, 2010
AOE Offices, Shenkman Arts Centre

Free fun for the whole family starts
at 9:00 a.m. with a community breakfast.
A wide range of talented performers will
be there to entertain starting at 11:00
a.m., including community arts groups
and exciting headliners Les Affreux
Lurons, !BAM! Percussion, Steve
Marriner and Cobra du Mandingue.
Pre-event activities include
performances by OYP Theatre School
and The Academy of Dance Arts on Friday
June 4th and Saturday June 5th. Visitors
can also enjoy a variety of displays by
Ottawa’s visual artists and artisans and
sample delights from talented chefs.
“This festival will truly celebrate
the cultural and artistic diversity
of our community,” says festival
chair Judith Cane. Come celebrate
‘la joie de vivre’ in Orléans! Visit
www.orleansfestival.ca for more info.

SUNDAY JUNE 6TH –
SHENKMAN ARTS CENTRE

‘

Tips for Emerging Artists:
SUBMITTING HIGH-QUALITY PHOTOS FOR JURIED SHOWS
When submitting images to a juried show, your photos should make you and your artwork look as
professional as possible. Choose and edit the photos you submit carefully, and never assume that
the judges know you personally or know the quality of your art. Do assume that your pieces will be
competing with the work of professional artists, and your images should give the best and most
accurate impression of your work.
HERE ARE A FEW SIMPLE TIPS TO KEEP IN MIND:

1.

Submit sharp, bright photos that
show detail. Out-of-focus or too-dark
images reflect poorly on your art. Take
photos using a tripod under ample light,
and try to capture the true texture and
colours of your piece. Remember that it is
standard practice for photos to be projected
onto a large screen for the entire jury to see
at the same time, and if your file size is too
small, the quality of your image will suffer.
We suggest a minimum file size of 500
pixels in width.

2.

Photos of artwork should not include
a frame, wall or background.
Photograph the artwork before framing it, or
crop your image to remove the frame and
wall behind it. Keep the focus on your work.
Likewise, when photographing 3D pieces,
remove anything in the background that will
distract the viewer.

3.

Images should be cropped straight
with 90 degree corners. The only
exception is if your work does not have a
traditional shape.

4.

When submitting multiple pieces,
always submit photos from the same
series of artwork. All the pieces of art should
share a theme or style. Emerging artists
often make the mistake of submitting
different pieces of work to show the variety
of what they can do, thinking that this
versatility will impress the judges. In fact, it
often has the opposite effect: it sends the
message that you have not yet worked on
developing your own style.

5.

6.

Hire a professional photographer.
Remember that photography is an
art form in itself, and if you do not have the
time or the equipment to take high-quality
photos, it may be worth your while to hire a
professional photographer who will do your
work justice. Getting together with other
artists can help you find a group rate and
reduce the costs.
By Louise Michaud, Visual Artist & AOE
Program Coordinator

Photograph
your work well
in advance of a
deadline. Try to get
into the habit of
photographing your
work as it is completed,
thus building a portfolio
of good photos you
can simply select
from rather than
taking rushed pictures
at the last minute to
meet a deadline.

CALL TO ARTISTS: SELECTIONS 2010
AOE’s annual juried visual arts exhibit,
‘SELECTIONS 2010,’ will take place in the
Trinity Art Gallery at the Shenkman Arts
Centre from September 30 to October 26th.
The vernissage will be held on Thursday
September 30th at 7 p.m. We look forward
to exhibiting a beautiful showcase of our
members’ work, including a variety of oils,

watercolours, mixed media, photography
and 3D work.
The deadline for application this
year is June 15th. Requirements
and entry forms can be found at
www.artsoe.ca. For more information,
contact Louise Michaud at 613-580-2767
or louise@artsoe.ca.
ARTNEWS JUNE 2010
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Welcoming New Members
ARTECH CAMPS
Artech Camps – Imagination in Motion!
Inc. Letting imaginations run wild with
state-of-the-art technology!
Artech offers workshops and camps
in art-based or art-enhanced technologies
for kids and youth from five to 16 years
old. These include robotics, animation,
claymation and video game creation.
The camp programs engage the creative
minds of children and youth while giving
them access to an array of today’s hightech tools and gadgets. With a 1-to-6
instructor-to-camper ratio, Artech gives
campers hands-on instruction and support.
Artech was started in Nova Scotia in
2005, and this summer, camps will be

COALITION OF NEW
CANADIANS FOR ARTS
AND CULTURE
The Coalition of New Canadians for Arts
and Culture (CNCAC) supports the diverse
interests of new immigrants and refugees
who wish to be actively engaged in arts and
culture. The CNCAC was founded in 2006,
and its work helps ensure that Canada will
continue to evolve as a model multicultural
society.
The CNCAC develops employment and
business opportunities for arts and culture
professionals, increases opportunities for
community activities that concern
themselves with youth and the

GALERIE DE LA RIVE
Galerie de la Rive features a high calibre
of regional artists’ work. The space provides
exposure of a high quality to the diverse
audience that visits the gallery.
The gallery inspires, instructs, challenges
and encourages the general public and the
young students within our community
through vernissages, art demonstrations at
the gallery and art contests in primary
schools in the Clarence-Rockland and
Prescott-Russell regions. These initiatives
deepen young people’s understanding of

8
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offered for the second time in Ottawa at the
Academie de la Capitale, 1010 Morrison
Drive. Camp programs being offered
include:
• Digital Dragons – Adventures in
Technology & Art
• RPG Game Design
• Video Game Design – Artificial
Intelligence
• Robot Challenge
• Claymation Theatre
• Felted Productions – Stop Motion
Animation
• Flash Animation & Games
• Leader-in-Training Camp

educators. The Artech website has an
extensive gallery of films, video games
and photographs where visitors can view
the original creations of past and current
campers!
For information on camps and school
programs, visit the website, email or call
toll-free.
Artech Camps
1-877-530-3177
tellmemore@artechcamps.com
www.artechcamps.com

In addition to camps, Artech offers
in-school workshops and workshops for

diversification of cultural activities, and
develops partnerships that support its
mission. Original members clearly
expressed respect for and interest in
encouraging the participation of aboriginal
and established Anglophone and
Francophone communities in the coalition.
The CNCAC has acted as a liaison
between immigrant services providers,
cultural organizations and immigrant artists.
It has also been providing educational
workshops, grant writing advice, and
mentoring programs to immigrant artists.
Short-term contracts and independent

visual art, stimulate creative endeavours
and enrich the lives of the general public
and the students.
Galerie de la Rive turned three years old
in May 2010 and looks forward to many
more years of nurturing artistic growth. Its
founders are proud to provide a local
source for the advancement of the arts,
drawing attention to the great art in our
community and its potential to reach
beyond Clarence-Rockland.
The gallery is open seven days a week
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Please feel free to

grants have been awarded to members,
and cooperation with visiting international
artists has benefitted youth across Ontario.
Funding support for the CNCAC has
been received from the City of Ottawa and
the Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration.
Coalition of New Canadians for
Arts and Culture
613-237-8245
www.cncac.ca
info@cncac.ca

make an appointment if you would like to
meet with the artists to find out more about
them and their work!
Galerie de la Rive
2950 Laurier Street
Rockland, ON
www.galeriedelarive.ca

OTTAWA CHAMBER
MUSIC SOCIETY
The idea of a chamber music festival in
Ottawa came to life to in 1994 to remedy
the meager availability of live classical music
during the summer months. Soon, music
was filling the city’s churches with splendid
sounds.
The Ottawa International Chamber
Music Festival started small with 22
concerts in two churches and was an
immediate hit. The next year the number of
concerts increased to 48 and the festival
has been growing ever since.

Following the success of the first festival,
the Ottawa Chamber Music Society was
incorporated as a charitable organization.
Growing steadily over the years, last year’s
Ottawa International Chamber Music
Festival presented almost 100 concerts
attracting over 80,000 listeners. It is the
largest chamber music festival of its kind in
the world!
The Ottawa Chamber Music Society is
the only cultural organization to have won
the Lieutenant Governor’s Award for the
Arts seven times. Regularly honoured for
artistic achievement, excellence in
management and contribution to the

tourism industry, the OCMS has received
numerous awards and accolades, including
being named a Festival of Distinction by
Festivals and Events Ontario in 2010.
Major OCMS activities include the
Ottawa International Chamber Music
Festival (Chamberfest), Family Music Fair,
New Music New Minds (education
outreach) and a Fall/Winter Concert Series.
Learn more at www.chamberfest.com

AOE Members In Print
We love to see our members’ work published, whether they’re behind the beautiful visuals or
crafting the captivating words! Already this year, many of our visual and media artists have
had their work published in anthologies, collections and coffee-table books. And our literary
artists are constantly impressing us with new work both in print and online!

Textile artists Karen Goetzinger and
Carmella Karijo Rother have their work
featured in a beautiful Lark Books
publication, “500 Art Quilts: An Inspiring
Collection of Contemporary Work.”
The collection features magnificent
contemporary art quilts made in fabric and
other media, showcasing diverse designs,
materials, and techniques.
(Lark Books, 2010)
www.karengoetzinger.com
www.ckrother.com

Poet Asoka Weerasinghe has released
his 17th volume of poems, a collection
entitled “Memories.” The poet retells his
life’s journey through stories of travel, love,
learning and loss, from his emigration to
England from Sri Lanka in the 1950s to his
eventual arrival in Canada. The collection is
available directly from the author at
weerasin@magma.ca

Award-winning writer Rachna Gilmore
has authored a new children’s book,
“Catching Time,” in which her imaginative
words are complemented by the charming
illustrations of Vancouver artist Kirsti Anne
Wakelin. When a family’s hectic schedule
leaves no room for fun, little Sara sets out
on a mission to capture Time itself…but
where can Time be?
(Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2010)
www.rachnagilmore.com
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Career Cartooning? Yes Indeed!
AN INTERVIEW WITH
AOE MEMBER SHEREE
BRADFORD-LEA

draws on writing, acting, psychology…
anything that gives you a good general
sense of how people think, see, move
and behave.”
Sheree’s cartoons, which are usually
Sheree Bradford-Lea has been drawing
published under the title “Life Outside The
cartoons professionally for more than 12
Box,” can be seen in Cahoots e-zine, the
years, and she can’t get enough of it!
Herstory Day Calendars and the Crafters
Passionate about her work as an artist,
Network Resource Book. They are also
Sheree is determined to break down the
often used in psychology and other
erroneous belief that cartoons are an overly
classroom lectures.
simplistic art form.
In addition to creating new work, Sheree
“Many people rely on formal viewing
is busy organizing and leading art
places, such as galleries, to provide cues
workshops to introduce people of all ages
that they are in the presence of Art,” she
and skill levels to the wonders of cartooning.
explains. “Cartoons, by contrast, are usually
“I wanted to get the art of creative cartooning
overlooked as an art form. Yet I hear the
back into the community,” she says. She
same thing over and over after I give a
also offers creative cartooning classes,
workshop or a class: “I never knew there
was so much to it!” Because cartooning is a which put emphasis on student originality
and active creative processing. They are
‘combination art’, it requires the artist to
positive, informative classes that feature
exercise both sides of the brain. Cartooning

drawing and writing exercises that help
students tell their stories and express
their opinions.
“Cartooning has opened all sorts of doors
for me,” says Sheree. “I’ve been able to
create art where I like, I’ve had the
opportunity to teach, and I use my
cartooning skills to enhance other forms of
art and writing. It’s also led me to meet a lot
of very interesting, talented people from all
walks of life.”
This July, Sheree will lead a week-long
day camp for area youth aged 12-17.
Registration is also opening this summer for
“Creative Cartooning,” a college-level elective
art course that will run at Algonquin College
in Fall 2010.
For more information about workshops
and classes, visit
www.shereebradfordlea.com.

HAVE YOU “CHECKED OUT” THE AOE RESOURCE LIBRARY?
We’re still abuzz about our new resource library, and we’re excited to see
more and more of our members discovering it. Did you know you can drop by
our offices and borrow resources about grant applications, information about
running an artistic business, audiovisual materials, reference manuals, books
on artistic techniques, beautiful coffee-table volumes and more?

We’ve also got subscriptions to several
monthly periodicals that are of interest to
our members and we’re getting more all the
time! Here’s some of what we’re currently
receiving:

Photo Life Magazine, The Dance Current, Canadian Musician
Magazine, Brick Literary Journal, Canadian Art Magazine

If you have a suggestion for a
subscription, or if you’d like to donate
resource material to the library, get in touch!
info@artsoe.ca
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Local Art and a Latte:
EXHIBITING ARTWORK IN NON-GALLERY SPACES
By Sheryl Siddiqui, Mixed Media Artist & AOE Member
www.redworksart.com
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Emerging artists need as much
exposure as possible to gain clients and get
valuable feedback from other artists in the
community. Getting out there and hanging
art at local art festivals and galleries is
essential for artists to establish a name for
themselves. One option that is often more
accessible to emerging artists is contacting
various local business that display visual art.
There are a number of restaurants and
coffee shops that offer monthly rotations of
artwork based on a submission process.
Before you begin, here are some important
considerations:
• Do you have enough new art that is for
sale to hang at an exhibition?
• Visit the location to get an idea of what
style of art is in the current exhibit; how
many paintings are hanging in the
space?

SCHOOL MAY BE OUT,
BUT ART IS IN!
No matter your age, summer is a great
time to check out some of the area’s
exciting art tours. Whether you’re visiting an
artist in their studio or stopping in to browse
through a gallery, take a walk on the brighter
side and soak in some art!
Orléans Studio Tour
June 12 and 13

• Each establishment might set a
different rate of commission from sales;
it’s best to ask ahead to avoid any
misunderstandings.
• Find out from the owner or curator if it
is a solo exhibit or if you will be sharing
the space with other artists.
• If you are not accepted for a show, ask
for advice or feedback that might help
in preparing for another submission.
• Leave the door open for yourself to
apply at a later date with new artwork,
even if the first response was no.
Finally, if you are thinking that you would
like to exhibit your art, visit the spaces to get
an idea of how a good art exhibit is pulled
together, and ask other artists who have
hung art exhibits in local spaces for advice
on submitting your art for review.

An annual showcase of east-end artists,
the Orléans Studio Tour is now in its fourth
year. The 2010 tour will feature 12 studios
and 24 artists. During the tour, visitors will
have the opportunity to fill out a ballot at
each studio to win a $250 gift certificate
toward the purchase of artwork from a
participating artist.
Information about the artists and a map
are available at:
www.orleansstudiotour.org

Patrons enjoy an art exhibit inside Irene’s Pub. AOE is
proud to count Irene’s among our Business Members!

Here are some of the locations in
Ottawa currently offering wall
space for local artists to exhibit
their art:
The Cajun Attic
349 Dalhousie Street
(613) 860-1116
Chez Lucien
137 Murray Street
(613) 241-3533
Francesco’s Coffee Company
857A Bank Street
(613) 231-7788
The Green Door Restaurant
198 Main Street
(613) 234- 9597
Irene’s Pub
885 Bank Street
www.irenespub.ca
The Manx Pub
370 Elgin Street
(613) 231-2070
Oh So Good
25 York Street
(613) 241-8028
Ottawa Optometric Clinic
1285 Kilborn Avenue
(613) 733-8400
Raw Sugar Café
692 Somerset Street W.
(613) 216-2850
Santé Restaurant
45 Rideau Street, 2nd floor
www.santerestaurant.com
Shanghai Restaurant
651 Somerset Street West
www.shanghaiottawa.com
The Table Vegetarian Restaurant
1230 Wellington Street
www.thetablerestaurant.com
Umi Café
610 Somerset Street W.
www.umicafe.org
ARTNEWS JUNE 2010
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Fools Make Great Company
EACH SUMMER, OTTAWA’S COMPANY OF

Fools puts on a Torchlight Shakespeare
show, giving theatre lovers a unique chance
to experience the Bard’s magic in the open
air. This year’s production of “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” will not only enchant new
and returning audiences, it will also mark
an important milestone in the company’s
history: the Fools turn 20 this year!
Scott Florence, aka ‘The Big Fool,’
has been with the company since its early
days and has been the company’s Artistic
Director since 1999. With the mischievous
energy that characterizes the Fools, Scott
gleefully shares some reflections about his
fun-loving group of thespians.
After two decades, the Fools are still
going strong and audiences are still asking
for more! What’s changed over the past 20
years, and what have you all learned?
When we started, we were a bunch of
cheeky, hungry know-it-alls who survived
on pure brashness bolstered by talent. Over
the years, we’ve gained more skills to back
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up that natural talent. We’re still hungry,
we’re still brash...but I believe that as you
start to truly learn and master something,
one of the first things you realize is how
much about your craft and art you will never
truly know or understand, and how much
more there is always left to learn.
This summer will create new technical
challenges for us, because our outdoor
audiences have grown so large that we are
now required to cart a stage to the various
parks!

audiences, and this is our way of saying
thanks to our fans after 20 years.
The show will feature the Fools’ usual
melange of music, mayhem, mirth, camp,
quick costume changes (six actors playing
16 characters!) and a whole lot of good
times!
What else can we expect to see from
the Fools this year?

Our final show of the season will
showcase the other side of our theatre
company – the strange and experimental.
What makes it so special to see
This fall, “The Secret Shakespeare Van
Shakespeare performed outdoors?
Show” will take place – yup, you guessed it!
– in a van that drives around Ottawa. Only
In an outdoor setting, it really becomes
five people can see the show at a time! It’s
all about the performance. Shakespeare’s
words are large enough to fill so lofty a vault, going to be very intimate, very strange, and
very cool.
but it takes a different kind of performance
to carry them through the open air. What’s
Visit www.fools.ca for the latest
amazing to me is that the work still feels
info about Torchlight Shakespeare and
intimate, even with all that space.
other upcoming shows, and to learn how
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” will play
you can hire the Fools for all sorts of
outdoors in parks across the region. It is
performances!
the single most requested show by our

Artscene Online
ARTSONLINE REVIEWS
By Brigitte Aubé-Harrison
Café Sonique
www.cafesonique.com
Café Sonique is a 3D virtual music
community which aims to connect
musicians, songwriters, singers and
other members of the music community
from across the globe. The website is
completely interactive and consists of a
sort of virtual city which houses the Café
Complex and the Nisha Concert Hall. The
Café Complex consists of virtual “buildings”
where you can watch music performances,
visit photography exhibits, shop at the
e-store, see videos of live performances
at the Beanscene Coffee Shop and even
learn more at the e-learning centre. The
animation on the website is superb and
it makes you feel like you’re exploring an
actual city!
The National Film Board of Canada
www.onf-nfb.gc.ca
The NFB has been supporting Canadian
films in the form of socially engaged
documentaries, auteur animation and
alternative drama for over 70 years. The
website hosts the complete collection of
NFB films which can be purchased online,
delivers a wealth of information in terms
of producing and funding a film with the
NFB, offers an educational resource section
for educators and teachers as well as a
collection of stock footage which you can
browse at your leisure. There is also a

section on job opportunities within the NFB
and a section about programs dedicated to
budding film directors and producers.
AOE member Csaba Kertesz
recommends: Paintings I Love
www.paintingsilove.com
On “Paintings I Love,” artists can post
images of their work for others to see
and comment on. It’s a wonderful way
to communicate with artists worldwide,
discuss each other’s work, learn new
techniques and leave comments on other
artists’ pieces. You can get an instant
insight into what artists are doing at this
very moment.
It’s easy and free to join and upload
your images. I think anyone who wants their
work to be seen should join this website!
Csaba’s work can be seen at www.
paintingsilove.com/artist/csabakertesz

dialogue with a great number of viewers. I
have an email link people can use to
contact me, but in the future I would also
like to add a page for feedback and
comments.
The images on my website give me a
24/7 presence with no boundaries of
location and language. It is like a permanent
exhibition open to the World!
Check out Victor’s website at www.
victorpavlov.com. Victor also maintains
the Ottawa Watercolour Society’s website
at www.owswatercolour.com.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

We’re thrilled to see that more than 160
members and arts supporters have already
joined us on our Facebook page. AOE is
excited to be using Facebook as another
great way to share news, updates,
upcoming event information and press
coverage
with you, and we love reading
FEATURED MEMBER
your feedback on our postings.
WEBSITE:
You can find our fan page by searching
for
AOE
Arts Council on Facebook or
VICTORPAVLOV.COM
clicking on the Facebook link on our
Lately I have been very active as an artist, homepage at www.artsoe.ca. Become a
“fan” of AOE and show your appreciation for
and many people started asking me for a
the arts online! Send the
website address. My old domain name had
page to your friends,
expired and I hadn’t had time to build a new
meet other
site. In December 2009, I finally created and
members and get
launched my art website. I hope people find
involved…we
it interesting or even inspiring, and I
Did you know?
look forward to
appreciate every comment related to it!
You can find other AOE
networking with
A website gives a quick overview of an
members’ websites at
you!
artist’s work and creates the opportunity for

AOE WORKSHOPS
THIS SPRING WAS VERY BUSY AT AOE, WITH A FULL WORKSHOP ROSTER

which included an “Online Marketing,” three-workshop series led by
Jesse Hildebrand, photographer and web designer.
AOE also collaborated with the Council for the Arts in Ottawa to
gather representatives from major granting agencies (including the City
of Ottawa, the Ontario Arts Council, Canada Council for the Arts, the
Community Foundation of Ottawa and the Trillium Foundation) to offer
information sessions for artists and artistic groups at the Shenkman
Arts Centre. It was a wonderful opportunity for artists of all disciplines
to meet with various representatives of these agencies, ask questions
and find out more about grants available to artists.
AOE would also like to thank Ren Tomovcik for her initiative in
offering one-on-one IT Information Sessions to our members during

www.artsoe.ca via their
profiles in the member
directory.

the month of March. The feedback from
our members has been very positive as Ren
was able to address their individual needs and help them work on
reaching their personal online objectives.
As we look ahead to next fall, AOE has already begun working
on new workshops which should include requested topics such as
social media, audience development, a creative writing workshop
with Rachna Gilmore, “How to Prepare for a Solo Exhibit” and more.
We will keep you informed about upcoming workshops at
www.artsoe.ca.
AOE is always looking for new workshop topics. Please
forward your ideas to Louise Michaud, AOE Program Coordinator,
at louise@artsoe.ca.
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Portrait: Théâtre du village Orléans
By Denis St. Jules

Firstly, tell us a little about Le
Théâtre du village Orléans.
Le Théâtre du village Orléans, Inc.
was born out of a wish to provide the
francophone community with good-quality
amateur theatrical productions. We began
operating at the same time as the cultural
centre in 1985, where we have our head
office, but we remain a distinct entity.
Since then, we have presented over 33
theatrical productions with the help of 500
volunteers. And luckily, we can rely on a
small group of a dozen passionate people.
We incorporated in1993 and since then,
have an active board of directors.
Our motto “For better and for pleasure”
reflects who we are. This is why we have
hired professionals to support and teach our
amateur artists.

Tell us about your wonderful project
to mark the 150th anniversary of the
St-Joseph d’Orléans’ parish.
The historic village (featured on our first
logo) was comprised of a few houses and
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winding roads, and a church. This is what
Orléans looked like then, and we are proud
of our past where all Francophones, farmers,
workers, homemakers showed outstanding
commitment to helping their community.
The St-Joseph d’Orléans’ parish is now
turning to us to help commemorate its
150th anniversary.
The original play we’ll be performing
was written by Michel Ouellette, one of
our community authors. The play is a
reflection on the past and the present in a
performance showing how we became the
community we are today. This entertaining
performance includes music, dancing,
singing and role playing. It’s not a historic
play, but rather a play featuring the history
of a village.

Who is taking part in this production?
Several people from the parish
are taking part, including Mgr Peter
Scheonenbach, a man of great knowledge
who is giving us his full support, and our
volunteers with all their local expertise. I will
be directing the play.

What do you think makes Orléans an
outstanding community?
Orléans’s francophones have always
been highly involved in Franco-Ontarian
culture. And Orléans has always been a
pool of leaders. It is the best place to raise
children because of its proximity to Ottawa
and access to Québec’s resources nearby,
which all makes for beautiful children!

What’s in the future for Théâtre du
village d’Orléans?
This is easy: keep showing theatrical
performances with which our French
community can identify! By allowing people
to identify with a living picture, a theatrical
performance offers the best possible
expression of a living culture. Theatre also
fulfils the need for people to gather and
witness their own culture and guarantee
its survival. In today’s cyber world, the
dynamics of living arts are essential!
Marcus Carbonneau
Artistic Director

